
 

    

 

Grade 6 Summer Reading 

 

To All Incoming Sixth Grade Students, 

We are extremely excited about having you for Language Arts beginning 

in September.  As a required reading, we would like you to read one of the 

following books.   

Out of My Mind 

 Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a 

video camera that is always recording. Always. And there's no delete 

button. She's the smartest kid in her whole school—but no one knows 

it. Most people—her teachers and doctors included—don't think she's 

capable of learning, and up until recently her school days consisted of 

listening to the same preschool-level alphabet lessons again and again 

and again. If only she could speak up, if only she could tell people what 

she thinks and knows . . . but she can't, because Melody can't talk. She 

can't walk. She can't write. Being stuck inside her head is making 

Melody go out of her mind—that is, until she discovers something that 

will allow her to speak for the first time ever. At last Melody has a 

voice . . . but not everyone around her is ready to hear it. From 

multiple Coretta Scott King Award winner Sharon M. Draper comes a 

story full of heartache and hope. Get ready to meet a girl whose voice 

you'll never, ever forget. 
 

Hatchet 

 Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when 

the single-engine plane in which he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian 

finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but a 

tattered Windbreaker and the hatchet his mother gave him as a 

present -- and the dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart 

since his parent's divorce. But now Brian has no time for anger, self 

pity, or despair -- it will take all his know-how and determination, and 

more courage than he knew he possessed, to survive. 

 



 

These books are available for purchase at B.A.M. or Amazon.com.  If you 

prefer, you could also borrow one from your local library. 

Along with reading your book choice, please be sure to answer the 

questions on the next page.  Make sure to type your responses on a 

separate sheet of paper. Be as thorough as you can always remembering to 

use ideas/examples from the text to support your responses.  Be sure to put 

the proper heading on the top left hand corner of your paper- Name and date. 

We will review the book when you return to school in September as well as 

complete a few extension activities.  You are encouraged to participate in 

classroom discussions, too.   

If you have any questions, please be sure to contact one of us at the 

following email addresses: amywinterbottom@linwoodschools.org or 

jillcunniff@linwoodschools.org.  

Have a safe and enjoyable summer! 

 

Mrs. Winterbottom  and Mrs. Cunniff 
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Please type the following responses on a separate sheet of paper in 

paragraph form.   

1. Choose two characters from your book and describe his/her 

character traits.  Include support from the text in your 

answers. ** Include the chapter that you found the 

support. 

  

2. Write how a character changed over the course of the novel.  

Be sure to include support from the text in your answer. 

Include the chapter that you found the support. 

 

3. What is the setting (time/place) of your book.  How do you 

know?  Use details from the text to support your answer. ** 

Include the chapter that you found the support. 

 

4. What is the conflict (main character’s problem) of the story?  

Include support from the text to answer this question. ** 

Include the chapter that you found the support. 

 

5. Write about FIVE main events that happened throughout the 

story that leads up to the resolution. 

 

6. How was the conflict/problem resolved?  Use support from 

the text to answer this question. ** Include the chapter that 

you found the support. 

 

7. What is the theme (What the character learned over the 

course of the novel?).  Use support from the text to answer this 

question. ** Include the chapter that you found the 

support. 

 

 



 

  


